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FULL COUNCIL REPORT 
 

 

 

 
 

To:  Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen 

Platinum Jubilee Merthyr Tydfil City Status 
Application 
 

1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT 
 
1.1 The purpose of this Report is to inform Council members regarding an opportunity to 

apply for the Platinum Jubilee Merthyr Tydfil City Status. 
 
1.2 The report outlines the background of obtaining City Status, key benefits, application 

process, public consultation, next stages and financial information. 
 
 

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS that 
 
2.1 The application for Platinum Jubilee City Status Civic Honours Competition be 

submitted on 8th December 2021 be approved. 
 
 

3.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 At the Full Council meeting on Wednesday 8th September 2021, a presentation was 

shared with all elected members on a proposed bid to obtain City Status for Merthyr 
Tydfil. Members heard how becoming a city would improve co-operation between 
groups, positively contributing to the development of Merthyr Tydfil and improve the 
confidence and expectations people and organisations have of Merthyr Tydfil. The 
improved positivity created by the application for city status will contribute to attracting 
inward investment, new businesses and skilled employees, boosting economic and 
social development in Merthyr Tydfil and surrounding areas. 
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3.2 With the support of Dr Jane Croad (Urban Economic and Social Researcher), the 
Economic Development team have explored key benefits to develop an application to 
the Platinum Jubilee Civic Honours Competition for Merthyr Tydfil to be granted city 
status.  

 
3.3 If granted Council approval to proceed, the bid will have the support of Lord Lieutenant 

of Mid Glamorgan Peter Vaughan and High Sheriff of Mid Glamorgan Jeff Edwards, 
who are also Merthyr Tydfil residents, as well as Merthyr Tydfil and Rhymney MP 
Gerald Jones, Swansea East MP Carolyn Harris and Newport West MP Ruth Jones. 

 
3.4 There are currently 69 cities in the UK, 51 in England, seven in Scotland, six in Wales, 

and five in Northern Ireland. There is a proven positive economic impact of achieving 
city status. Preston, Newport, Stirling, Lisburn and Newry were made cities in 2002 
and Chelmsford, Perth and St Asaph were made cities in 2012, all have outperformed 
their regional counterparts with increased investment and lower unemployment.  

 
3.5 At present, there are nine towns in England and Wales that are applying in the 

Platinum Jubilee Civic Honours Competition for city status – Wrexham is the only town 
in Wales but should approval be granted to apply, this will increase to two Welsh 
applications.  

 
3.6 It has been questioned whether Merthyr Tydfil is large enough to be a city. There are 

12 cities in the UK with lower populations than Merthyr Tydfil - St. Asaph with a 
population of less than 3,355 people and Perth with a population of 46,970 were 
granted city status in 2012, the Queen’s Golden Jubilee. Therefore, Merthyr Tydfil, 
with a population of 59,100, is definitely well placed to be a city. 

 

4.0 MP’s Endorsement of City Status at House of Commons 
 

4.1 On Wednesday, 15th September 2021, the proposed application for City Status was 
raised at the House of Commons by the Merthyr Tydfil and Rhymney Member of 
Parliament Gerald Jones.  Sections of this speech are referenced below:- 

“As part of the Queen’s platinum jubilee celebrations, towns across the UK will have 
the opportunity to apply for city status. It is my contention that none has contributed 
as much to the modern world as Merthyr Tydfil. When people ask me, “Why should 
Merthyr Tydfil be made a city?”, my answer to them is, “Why on earth not?” Why should 
Merthyr Tydfil be less deserving than Preston, Newport, Stirling, Lisburn or Newry? 
What secret formula do they and other cities have that Merthyr Tydfil lacks? The 
answer, of course, is that Merthyr Tydfil is as industrious, as ambitious and—I might 
be biased—even more beautiful. It is thoroughly deserving of city status. 

“This bid, this collective endeavour, for city status is as much about reminding us, as 
representatives and residents, why Merthyr Tydfil is as worthy of becoming a city as 
any other town in the UK. I am pleased that the campaign has already won the support 
of our Member of the Senedd, Dawn Bowden, the Lord Lieutenant for Mid Glamorgan, 
“Peter Vaughan, the High Sheriff of Mid Glamorgan, and Jeff Edwards - along with 
residents, businesses and well-wishers from beyond Merthyr Tydfil’s borders. I am 
pleased, too, that the Mayor of Merthyr Tydfil, Councillor Malcolm Colbran, has made 
the journey to be with us here today 



“Merthyr Tydfil was the cradle of the industrial revolution. It went from a small farming 
village in the mid-1700s to the largest town in Wales by 1851 as a result of the rapid 
expansion of the ironworks. By the 1820s, Merthyr Tydfil was the source of 40% of 
Britain’s iron exports, and it became the largest iron-producing town in the world. Iron 
forged in Merthyr Tydfil supplied the Royal Navy and helped to shape the modern 
world. Iron from Merthyr Tydfil helped not only to power the industrial revolution, but 
to build the railroads of the American frontiers. Coal from Merthyr Tydfil was shipped 
all over the globe and helped to create cities such as Cardiff. On 21 February 1804, 
the world’s first ever steam railway journey ran for 9 miles from the ironworks at 
Penydarren to the Merthyr-Cardiff canal in south Wales. 

“More recently, Merthyr Tydfil and particularly the village of Aberfan have developed 
a very deep and personal connection with Her Majesty the Queen, along with other 
members of the royal family. 

“But history alone does not a city make, no matter how world-changing that history is. 
Merthyr Tydfil has seen considerable change, certainly over the past 20 years. 
Investment in the area has brought a brand-new college offering university courses to 
the town; a new hub of civil service jobs at the Welsh Government offices; and 
improved transport links, including the 21st-century bus interchange that recently 
opened, thanks to £10 million of Welsh Government investment. 

“Merthyr Tydfil has always been the “capital of the valleys”, with people travelling from 
far and wide to visit for retail and leisure. Our proximity to the world-famous Brecon 
Beacons national park and attractions such as BikePark Wales and Rock UK’s 
climbing centre have seen tourist numbers increase dramatically. 

“The town also has a thriving cultural offering. Local pubs are well known for their live 
music, with the New Crown recently awarded as the “best live music entertainment 
restaurant” at the Welsh Enterprise Awards. Merthyr Tydfil has two theatres providing 
a mix of English and Welsh-language productions and events, in partnership with 
students and staff at the College Merthyr Tydfil. The annual Merthyr Rising festival 
provides a mix of culture, music, arts and political discussion, and it has grown year 
on year. 

“The council’s ambitious Cyfarthfa plan is a 20-year vision made up of 70 short-term 
and long-term projects. The plan will also turn the former home of the Crawshay 
ironmasters—the famous Cyfarthfa castle—into an international museum, with hopes 
of doubling the size of the surrounding ground as well as conducting urgent repairs to 
both the furnaces and the castle. 

“Sadly, not everyone is as passionate and optimistic about Merthyr Tydfil’s future as I 

am. The proposal to make Merthyr Tydfil a city has drawn the predictable snark and 
cynicism from social media that we have come to expect. Online commentary has 
focused on Merthyr Tydfil’s lack of a cathedral. Sadly, this is true, but having a 
cathedral has not been a requirement for city status since 1889. The social media 
brigade, largely from outside Merthyr Tydfil, has also deemed the town too small to 
become a city, despite the fact that 12 cities in the UK have a lower population than 
Merthyr Tydfil. 



“Thankfully, I have received a great many positive comments from residents and 
businesses who are optimistic about the opportunity that city status presents for 
Merthyr Tydfil. I believe that city status would build on the progress that we have 
already made and allow us to realise myriad advantages for the town. There are the 
obvious economic advantages of city status, which would help the local authority to 
attract inward investments, promote wider interest in the town from across Wales and 
other parts of the UK, and encourage greater tourism to our remarkable scenery. 

“Merthyr Tydfil is not just the metaphorical heart of the valleys; it is the geographical 
centre, too. Merthyr Tydfil is literally at the crossroads of the A470 and the A465, with 
links to Cardiff to the south, to mid and north Wales, and to the midlands, Swansea 
and west Wales. 

“Hopefully, Merthyr Tydfil will have the same success in its bid for city status that 
Newport had in 2002. Pride and determination have been shown in Merthyr Tydfil over 
the centuries; I am sure this bid will harness that,and bring people together to support 
the town in its efforts. 

“In conclusion, Merthyr Tydfil has a rich and proud history, as I hope I have outlined. 
We also have a bright and exciting future. I hope today’s debate will go a little way to 
help in raising awareness of the future that I know Merthyr Tydfil can—and will—
achieve.” 

 

5.0 KEY BENEFITS OF CITY STATUS 
 

5.1 In recognition of Merthyr Tydfil’s contribution to the prosperity and safety of the UK 
and the world through ‘coal, steel and many lives’, city status is achievable. 

 
5.2 With the significant improvements in the Heads of the Valleys Road (A465) Merthyr 

Tydfil is ‘a pivotal point’ between Swansea and the West Midlands and city status 
would ‘improve the connection and aspirations of the surrounding valley towns and 
villages which relate geographically and culturally more closely with Merthyr Tydfil than 
other cities in Wales’. 

 
5.3 Merthyr Tydfil, like all towns and cities in Wales and the UK, still has problems. It is 

believed that applying for City Status can be a focal point for bringing our community, 
partners and stakeholders together to solve the issues in our town and make Merthyr 
Tydfil a better place for our children (or) generations to come.  

 
5.4 They key benefits of Merthyr Tydfil becoming a city will be: 
 

 Increased investment into the County Borough 

 attract new businesses, and skilled employees 
 

 boost economic and social development 

 



5.5 By achieving city status, Merthyr Tydfil will be able to demonstrate the great place it is 
by: 

 creating a positive, attractive image of Merthyr Tydfil 
 let Merthyr Tydfil be seen having the same economic and social status and 

potential as other cities in the UK 
 enhance Merthyr Tydfil’s position as a ‘pivotal point’ between the cities of 

Swansea and the West Midlands 
 strengthen our tourism profile and destination awareness 

5.6 City status would also provide a greater profile to Merthyr Tydfil and surrounding area. 
Attracting and retaining skilled people will contribute to driving the economic and social 
development of Merthyr Tydfil. 

5.7 To expand on economic benefits, there is greater international exposure, which leads 
to opportunities for inward investment as well as tourism and increased employment. 
Members may recall at Destination Day 2019, Merthyr Tydfil received fantastic media 
coverage and particularly an ITV news feature reporting the area’s rapid growth in 
tourism. Utilising 2019 STEAM tourism economic impact modelling data which 
captures annual trends, highlighted a 21% increase in staying visitors from recorded 
bed stock data and a 51% increase in day visitor numbers. Unfortunately, 2020 
presented unprecedented challenges with business closures, opening limitations and 
staff redundancies and furloughs which has resulted in growth trend decline, however 
achieving city status and marketing the destination for city breaks would greatly 
strengthen our profile. 

5.8 If the status is approved, MTCBC will have the potential to access an additional host 
of grant funding opportunities. 

5.9 The campaign process in itself would create a buzz around the aspiration of Merthyr 
Tydfil to become a city. Developing a ground swell of support from a majority of 
stakeholders will reflect the pride and confidence that the people have in Merthyr 
Tydfil. 

5.10 The application for city status will present to the Welsh Government as well as 
Westminster the great achievements Merthyr Tydfil has made.  Developing a world-
class area for leisure activities, regenerating the town centre. Developing an 
extraordinarily scenic, beautiful place to live and work with a proud and cohesive 
community.   

 
5.11 City status will reward Merthyr Tydfil for overcoming the massive economic difficulties, 

tragedies and industrial decimation with the tips and mines that they have been faced 
with over decades. Together Merthyr Tydfil has built with ambition and pride a 
successful and unique place to live and work with a wonderful quality of life and a 
community everyone should be proud of. This has especially been shown to its 
success in tackling the pandemic together.  

 
5.12 The people and businesses that have pride and confidence in Merthyr Tydfil and want 

the community to grow and thrive will appreciate and want to be part of the application 



for city status which is an opportunity for the people of Merthyr to demonstrate this 
confidence and pride inside and outside of Merthyr Tydfil. 

 
 

6.0 APPLICATION PROCESS 
 
6.1 Applications for Queen’s Platinum Jubilee city status must be submitted by local 

authorities on 8 December 2021, with the announcement likely to be made in early 
2022. 

6.2 Contrary to popular opinion, since 1889 there has been no requirement for a city to 
have a cathedral. The requirements do include having a distinct identity, civic pride, 
cultural infrastructure, interesting heritage, history and traditions, vibrant and 
welcoming community a record of innovation, sound governance and administration, 
associations with royalty and other distinctive residents, or communities who have 
made widely recognised significant contributions to society and cultural infrastructure 
- and Merthyr Tydfil fulfils these criteria convincingly. 

6.3 During a forthcoming consultation, local residents will be asked to give their views, 
knowledge and experience to help show how Merthyr Tydfil meets all these criteria. 
 

7.0 UPDATE ON PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT POLL 
 
7.1 A Communications strategy, planned PR and Social Media campaign is now in place 

and will be implemented if Council members approval to support the application to the 
Platinum Jubilee City Status for submission on 8th December 2021.  

 
7.2 Initially, the social media reaction received some negativity, however as part of the 

engagement via the Council website and with other stakeholder groups as part of the 
PR campaign, we have seen a more positive shift in people’s opinions. 

 
7.3 On Friday 10th September, MTCBC Corporate Communications team issued a press 

release highlighting key benefits of the city status application. The press release 
included a link to an engagement poll to gauge whether there is support for the 
application. 
 

7.4 On Thursday 16th September, the poll which was available via Instagram and 

Facebook for a 24-hour period indicated that: 

  



Platform Yes No 

Facebook 

Poll was viewed by a total 

of 874 unique accounts 

Of that only 181 took part 

in the poll 

38% (68 votes) 62% (113 votes) 

 

Instagram  

Poll was viewed by a total 

of 481 unique accounts 

Of that only 153 took part 

in the poll 

48% (74 votes) 52% (79 votes) 

 
As part of this process, we also asked residents views via the Council’s website.   
 

Platform Yes No 

Council website (Smart 

Survey) 

1447 total unique 

responses 

as of 16:00pm 28th/9/2021 

 

42.57% (616 votes) 57.43% (831 votes) 

  
The engagement via our website will continue until the end of the month and will run 
alongside the PR campaign with stake-holders sign-posted to share their views via 
this channel.  

 
7.5 A total of 1781 votes were cast across all platforms with the overall reveal 42.56% are 

in favour, 57.44% against. Taking into consideration that communication to date has 
been reactive rather than planned PR, social media and other platform content 
creation, the campaign has not yet had the opportunity to highlight the key benefits.  

 
7.6 It is important to note that there is evidence that there is a large audience who are still 

undecided or currently not engaged. The Facebook data for example highlights that 
874 people have viewed the content but only 181 proceeded to vote. With a clear 
communication plan in place moving forward, it will be ensured that the public are well 
informed of all the components linked to city status. 

 
7.7 Please find below an example of some of the comments provided by residents as part 

of this engagement exercise: 
 
 In support of City Status 
  



“I fully support the application for Merthyr Tydfil to become a city. Merthyr has rich vein 

of history of being at the forefront of the industrial revolution with both iron and coal 

industries. It also has and contributes to positively to the wellbeing of not only South 

Wales Region but to Wales in general. It fully deserves this accolade, as this will 

ensure that Merthyr Tydfil and surrounding areas have a prosperous future going 

forward.” 

“I think a town with such strong heritage and redevelopment deserves to be recognised 

in this way. Hopefully it will help change the negative view of the town that is often 

portrayed by the media” 

“Why not. The town needs to be more aspirational. People of Merthyr need to be more 

positive. We have a lot to offer. I am proud to be from Merthyr. City status, why the 

hell not!!!! Big town, big heart, big belief!!” 

“There are great and wonderful things to celebrate in Merthyr Tydfil both past and 

present. We are a town steeped in culture and history and to receive City status would 

make the residents immensely proud. There needs to be recognition of this great town 

and what better way to award city status.” 

“Yes, ABSOLUTELY! And I have already signed the online petition! We are very 

fortunate to have a town with a wealth of history, stunning scenery, (we live on the 

very edge of the Brecon beacons National Park, after all) and a rich, multicultural 

society. We have all the makings of a city, and, at one time, Merthyr was the Capital 

of Wales, so let’s go get this new status, because we deserve it!  

“We have a lot to be grateful for, and becoming a city would just be the icing on the 

cake” 

“My reasoning for wanting Merthyr Tydfil to become a city. It's all about history for me. 

Merthyr Tydfil was once the industrial capital of the world. It then dropped over time it 

dropped to bit of a joke status amongst the media savvy communities. Merthyr Tydfil 

has ridden the storm of this persecution and made it out the other side where other 

Welsh valleys are know actually in envy of its latest regeneration and future 

developments. Merthyr Tydfil has been for some time a secret that many other 

surrounding areas have been drawn to and is a great example of what can be achieved 

if given a chance. This along with without doubt the friendliest community in UK I 

believe Merthyr Tydfil should be considered for city status.” 

“Merthyr is the most up and coming area outside of Cardiff (even including Swansea). 

The interest, investment and stature of Merthyr can benefit from it being awarded city 

status.” 

“Bringing the name to the forefront should be good publicity whatever the outcome.” 

“Merthyr seems more vibrant than the other Valleys towns and there is great scope for 

improvement, and not just for the fact that we are near Brecon Beacons, Cardiff and 

Swansea! The Welsh Government should be urged to try and attract new industry to 

the area so that there are more local jobs for local people who can spend their money 

locally.” 



“Absolutely support this opportunity to put Merthyr on the map. Cities such as Dubai 

build super high-rise such as Burj Khalifa and these projects are known to be loss 

leaders - it’s what comes next for economic activity. Whether the community considers 

the town ready or not, we should take every chance at this opportunity.” 

“It’s a no brainer. Once in a lifetime opportunity. We have to go for it. Nice to see some 

ambition!” 

“If it helps my town grow and develop then I'm voting yes.” 

“Congratulations to those who took the bold step to consider and drive this forward. 

Merthyr has always done its utmost to push forward. By comparison, other valley 

towns have stood still and are dead/dying on their feet. Well done!” 

 

Against City Status 

“One of my biggest concerns is housing costs. They are already creeping up now due 

to covid-19 and I have no doubt that housing will become even more unaffordable if 

the town of Merthyr Tydfil is granted a city status. Rent for small business is already 

an extortionate rate (I read that a woman was paying 3x the rent she is paying now in 

a different borough) and of course rent will only go higher which will, if anything, drive 

local businesses away. I suppose these are my biggest concerns as Merthyr has a 

high poverty rate. Anti-social behaviour in the towns shopping precinct is uncontrolled 

with many people stating they feel unsafe even going shopping. We have multiple 

broken parks and very limited car parking spaces with people working in the courts 

parking in Abermorlais Terrace. Dare I mention free parking.” 

“Get it sorted out first as a TOWN. Never mind the aim for city status. Don't make 

Merthyr a laughing stock for over aiming when it is a shabby, deserted town centre.” 

“We're not run well enough as we currently are. Too many facilities are poor, yet 

council tax is way too high already.” 

“We are not a city Apart from the positives have the negatives been identified? A lot of 

cities experience a bigger poverty gap where the rich get richer and the poor get poor 

I’d also like to be clear on the cost of achieving this and how all of a sudden it became 

a priority over other needs. It’s not identified in our focus on the future plan for 

example.” 

“I appreciate being a city may bring investment, but we should already have our 

problems with infrastructure resolved first to show we are a city and have a decent 

train and bus service connecting us to other cities. Commuting time is shocking.” 

“If I knew it would benefit the town then I would back it 100%. We have a wonderful 

history yet it's never been exploited enough to attract tourists. Let's get back on our 

feet, ensure our residents are taken care of then relook at it maybe when the king is 

crowned.” 

  



8.0 NEXT STEPS 
 
8.1 Should Members support the application submission for the city status, the team will 

progress in developing the submission for December 8th, 2021. 
 
8.2 To inform the stakeholders of the benefits of city status application, a collaborative PR 

campaign will be undertaken to include a key event, broadcast media to strengthen 
the understanding, enthusiasm and support for Merthyr Tydfil becoming city.  

 
8.3 Consultation with stakeholders of Merthyr Tydfil for their contributions to the city status 

application will be undertaken to include the public, businesses, voluntary 
organisations, education, health services, local media and interest groups.  

 
8.4 The outcome of the application will be announced in early 2022 when further plans will 

be made to evaluate the application and outcome. 
 
 

9.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
9.1 Should Members support the application submission, the forecasted total cost to 

proceed to full application stage would attribute approximately £45,000 project cost. 
This factors professional fees, a PR and Social Media campaign.  

 
9.2 The PR and social media campaign is integral to the success by creating significant 

support whilst raising the profile and positive messages for Merthyr Tydfil. 
 
9.3 Should the application gain approval, the return of investment would be significant with 

a clearer positive profile of confidence and aspirational aims for Merthyr Tydfil.  
 

9.4 The increased media coverage for Merthyr Tydfil will raise increased investment in 
Merthyr by businesses already present e.g. house building, job creation, expansion of 
present businesses and capture the attention of businesses to invest in Merthyr 
Tydfil’s vision and ambition.  

 
9.5 The application will encourage more skilled people to remain and to move to Merthyr 

Tydfil to drive success economically and socially.   
 
9.6 The application will raise the awareness in Welsh Government and Westminster of the 

vision Merthyr Tydfil has to lead the valleys to prosperity and to increase social and 
environmental positive development which will achieve more focus of policy making to 
support the determination of the leadership, people and businesses of Merthyr Tydfil 
to succeed. 

 
9.7  City status will increase tourism with an increased profile for Merthyr Tydfil and new 

City Breaks market, potential application for City of Culture and build on the inroads 
Merthyr Tydfil has made in attracting visitors.  

 
 
 
 



 

10.0 INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

 
 Positive 

Impacts 
Negative 
Impacts 

Neutral/Not 
Applicable 

1. Merthyr Tydfil Well-being 
Objectives  

4 of 4 0 of 4 0 of 4 

2. Sustainable Development Principles 
- How have you considered the five 
ways of working? 

 Long term 

 Prevention 

 Integration 

 Collaboration 

 Involvement 

5 of 5 0 of 5 0 of 5 

3. Protected Characteristics (including 
Welsh Language) 

 
10 of 10 

 

 
0 of 10 

 

 
0 of 10 

 

4. Socio-economic Disadvantage  
6 of 6 

 

 
0 of 6 

 

 
0 of 6 

 

5. Consultation and Engagement 
Undertaken 

Due to be 
Undertaken 

Not Required 

0.5 of 1  0.5.of 1 
 

0 of 1 
 

6. Data and Evidence to inform the 
proposal 

Yes No 

  
1 of 1 

 

 
0 of 1 

 

7. Biodiversity and the resilience of 
Ecosystems 

Maintained Enhanced Reduced 
Neutral/Not 
Applicable 

 
0 of 1 

 

 
0 of 1 

 

 
0 of 1 

 

 
1 of 1 

 

Summary 

The main positive 
impacts are: 

 

 The report is focused on improving the status of the area and 
demonstrates associated Social and Economic benefits for the 
community and business alike. Therefore, any improvements 
made will positively impact on people of all of the above 
headings. 

 

 The Well-being Objectives: The application for city status will 
bring pride, confident and cooperation between stakeholders of 
Merthyr Tydfil and beyond and will have economic and social 
benefits of increased positive media coverage. The application 
will raise awareness inside and outside Merthyr Tydfil of the 
culture, heritage and ambition of the leadership, people and 
businesses here. There will be a resultant increase in visitors to 
Merthyr who will appreciate the beautiful scenery and the 
authentic unique culture of Merthyr Tydfil and the surrounding 
valleys. Merthyr Tydfil will be viewed by the Welsh Government 



and Westminster as the beacon of leadership and progress of 
the Heads of the Valleys  

 

 The Sustainable Development Principles - the proposal 
includes the long-term ambitions and skills for the children, 
young people and adults to give them confidence and pride in 
the place they live and work. The project will be delivered with 
all stakeholders in the County Borough and beyond. 

 

 Protected Characteristics and Welsh Language – the proposal 
will provide pride and the opportunity to engage and cooperate 
to all stakeholders in the County Borough and will promote the 
use of Welsh Language and encourage people to use their 
Welsh skills. All content will be accessible and inclusive of all 
stakeholders. 

 

 Socio-economic disadvantage – the proposal will ensure those 
who are experiencing socio-economic disadvantage do not 
experience inequalities of outcomes as a result of the proposal. 

 

 Consultation and engagement – the proposal provides the 
opportunity for vulnerable members of the community to give 
their views to be included in the application. There will be 
engagement and consultation with all protected characteristic 
groups and those experiencing socio-economic disadvantage. 

 

 Data and Evidence- the proposal is based on data evaluation of 
the criteria for successful achievement of city status and it has 
been assessed that Merthyr Tydfil meet those criteria and will 
with further information gathering from stakeholders submit an 
effective application for city status.  

 

The main negative 
impacts are: 

 
None 
 

 
 
ALYN OWEN 
DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE  

COUNCILLOR GERAINT THOMAS  
CABINET MEMBER FOR 

REGENERATION, TRANSFORMATION 
AND COMMERCIALISATION 

 
 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
Title of Document(s) Document(s) Date Document Location 

Engagement Feedback 
 

September 2021 Communications, Consultation and 
Engagement Office 

 

Does the report contain any issue that may impact the Council’s 
Constitution?  
 

No 

 
Consultation has been undertaken with the Corporate Management Team in respect 

of each proposal(s) and recommendation(s) set out in this report.  


